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Below are three examples of statements, found in faculty syllabi, regarding DCG. These are courses that have successfully completed this process. These could serve as examples of how to construct a statement for your syllabus. Again, the point is for students to read this statement and therefore understand how their course meets DCG requirements. 

From Sociology 303, Race and Ethnicity (which has a very detailed syllabus) 

This course also meets an upper-division area D requirement and meets requirements for a domestically focused Diversity and Common Ground (DCG) course. This course integrates a consideration of multicultural knowledge, power and privilege and issues of racialized identity. It is designed to educate you, through readings, lectures, films, course discussions and reflective assignments, about the experiences that different racial and ethnic groups have had in the United States, and through these same avenues provide a framework for understanding how differential privilege and power are organized throughout many levels of US society in ways that have real impacts in people=s everyday lives, and to foster an exploration of your own racialized location in the social order. 

From French 300, African Storytelling (which doesn=t have a highly detailed syllabus and so they provide more detail in their descriptive statement) 

1) In terms of multicultural studies, this course helps students learn and express the diversity of knowledge, experiences, values, world views, traditions and creative achievements of cultures of West Africa. They see how the different West African cultures interact with each other and how they compare to and contrast with European world views, traditions and cultural achievements. Students reflect on examples of stories from their own cultural heritage and compare them to those of other cultures. The course helps students develop the ability to read a culture critically through its expressions and representations, especially through its stories. Critical articles, interviews, films and vocabulary interpreting the complexities of culture help students distinguish points of view of narrators who see the culture from the inside, from the outside, or from both points of view, in cultural conflict.

2) African storytelling helps its audience define who each person is, in terms of personal integrity, and in relation to community, to ancestors, and/or to one or more gods. In this course students look at identity, or Aself,@ as opposed to Athe other,@ who may be another sex, another ethnic group, other members of a community, other communities, a European Aother.@ Students share in cultural identity activities, as storytellers and as audience discussing, debating and responding to the storyteller in choral dialogue.

From American Indian Education 435: Counseling issues 
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Recognizing the increasing cultural diversity of California=s population and the value of cultural differences, Humboldt State University requires study of cultural diversity and common ground (DCG) as part of the baccalaureate degree program. 


Undergraduates must complete a minimum of two (2) DCG courses from those that have been certified as meeting this requirement. A student may meet this requirement with courses that simultaneously meet other degree requirements (general education, the major or minor, US Institutions, or the elective component. 

AIE 435: Counseling Issues has been certified as meeting the Diversity and Common Ground requirements. This course presents an integrative approach which substantively incorporates the goals from the following categories: 

1. Multicultural Studies: 


Students will comprehend the diversity of knowledge, experiences, values, world views, traditions and achievements represented by the American Indian peoples residing in sovereign nations in the United States. Lectures, readings and course activities are designed to increase and enhance understanding of some of the significant way s in which these cultures have interacted with one another and the dominant Anglo-European society. Students will explore and evaluate examples of stereotyping, bias, and ethnic inequality based on their own cultural heritage. 

2. Identity Politics: 


Students will identify how various American Indian nations have defined their visions of self and other, and of the relationships between self and others. Readings, lectures and class activities focus on diverse opinions that constitute Indian ethnic identity, authenticity, and the changing definition of AIndian.@ 

3. Differential Power and Privilege: 


Students will engage in critically analyzing the vital problems and controversies that permeate the social, economic and cultural life of the American Indian that stem from gender, race, disability, class and political status. Class activities will focus on examining these issues from the perspective of the methods and programs that have been developed to foster both individual and societal mental health, success, and well being. 

